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The Origin, Persistence, and Failings of HIV/AIDS Theory, by Henry H. Bauer (282 pages, May 2007), presents a credible critique of the paradigm that AIDS is caused solely by the HIV retrovirus. Bauer, professor emeritus of chemistry and science studies and dean emeritus of Arts and Sciences at Virginia Polytechnic, presents a solid array of data that suggest (as Peter Duesberg, the Perth Group, and other so-called AIDS dissidents have also done) that testing HIV positive is a nonspecific (and sometimes temporary) response to various levels of physiological stress ranging from minor ailments to heavy drug abuse and such serious diseases as tuberculosis. Bauer contends that the frequency of positive HIV tests is largely inconsistent with the pattern of an infectious agent and points to racial disparities in HIV test results that are difficult to explain by behavior—African Americans, for example, are five or six times as likely to test positive as whites, even in low-risk groups. As for AIDS itself, Bauer says it is a collection of immune diseases, outside Africa most often stemming from drug abuse; in sub-Saharan Africa, where HIV testing is rare and reporting is fallible, other diseases are attributed to AIDS, especially when their effects are exacerbated by malnutrition and poverty. Bauer goes on to show how science and medicine can sometimes go wrong (read John M. Barry’s The Great Influenza to find out how much time was wasted looking for a bacterial cause for the Spanish flu epidemic), and why the HIV/AIDS viral theory has persisted despite significant evidence to the contrary. $35.00. McFarland. ISBN 978-0-7864-3048-2.
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